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soon as practicable; that the poor, sick, widows, and or-
phans may be relieved; and that the rules of the Emigra-
tion Society be observed and executed. The society shall
be the owner of the lands until the sum advanced shall be
repaid by the colonists. Duerst shall receive for his services
one dollar per day, and his necessary traveling expenses.
Streiff shall receive free passage to the settlement, and
free entertainment until the departure of Duerst. For his
other services, he shall be paid such a compensation as
Duerst shall recommend to be proper. Duerst shall keep a
correct daily journal of the traveling and other expenses.

Instructed, fortified, and also hindered in a measure, by
these rules, the two pioneers embarked at Havre on the
sixteenth of March, 1845, and after a tedious and stormy
passage in a sailing packet arrived at New York on the
sixth of May. On the tenth of May, they were joined at
Easton, Pennsylvania, by Joshua Frey, whom Blumer had
selected as their guide on account of his intelligence, and
knowledge of the usages and language of the country.
Frey kept a journal, in which he made daily entries of the
doings of the trio, and from which it appears that without
farther delay they proceeded in the mail coach to Somer-
ville, New York, and from thence by railroad to New York
city, and on the same day went by the steamer ‘“ Empire ” to
Albany, thence again by rail to Buffalo, at which place
they arrived May 14.

The diary states as follows: ¢ Took passage on steamer
Bunker Hill for Detroit same evening, arrived at Detroit
May 16. Next day proceeded across the state of Michi-
gan by stage and rail to St. Joseph. Thence by steamer to
Chicago, arriving there on the morn of the nineteenth. We
went to the United States land office in that town and ex-
amined the maps and plats, and found that nearly all timber
land in that land district was either pre-empted or sold, but a
great amount of prairie land was yet open for entry. Next
day took stage for Dixon, on Rock river. On the way we
crossed immense prairies, reaching an unbroken level so
tar as the eye could see. The mail road passes through
Aurora, the neighborhood of which is quite well settled.



